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SECOND DAY SUCCOT 2002
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Today, we take the lulav and etrog in our hand. There are many
interpretations as to what the lulav and etrog mean. Some people say the
lulav and etrog actually represent our Neshoma, our soul. As Rabbi
Soloveitchik has taught us, the soul is composed of two parts: the intellectual
part and the emotional part. The etrog stands for the intellectual part of our
soul. The Gematria of etrog is 610. There are 613 commandments. The
lulav, the hadas, and the arova, or the palm, the myrtle, and the willow bring
the total to 613. The etrog must be furrowed like our brain and not smooth.
It stands for the intellectual part, but our soul also has another part, the
emotional part. In fact, Rabbi Shapiro taught us that emotions are the food of
the soul, and that if we do not feed our soul positive emotions, our soul will
look for negative emotions. That's why there is so much violence and
depravity on television. That's also why, if you notice when you are ona
freeway, and an accident happens on one side of the freeway, the traffic all

slows down even on the other side of the freeway. Everyone has to see the

accident.

The Gematria of lulav is chaim, life, and it is 68. The emotional part of our
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soul gives us life, zest. The rabbis also say that the lulav stands for those
who have a lot of learning but not many good deeds. A lulav has taste but no
smell. It is only concerned about itself but not in sharing its feeling about life
with others. Then you have the hadas, which in Gematria stands for 69, one
more than lulav, which means that life is not just to be physically alive, but
you must show in your life positive emotions. The aleph, the one more that
equ 69 over 68, stands for love, ahava, for light, for unity, the passion to be
with others, and for truth. The intellectual part of our soul must be combined
with the emotional part, and even the willow, which stands for people who do
not have many mitzvahs or much learning, is the same Gematria as children,
zerah. Children are not just an intellectual thing. They are an emotional part
of us. We have to feed their needs for emotion to make them mature, to make
them into menschen. We have to teach them how to use their emotions. We
do not believe in suppressing our emotions. We believe in using them in the
right way to elevate them. We have to take the two parts of our soul, and the
lulav and the etrog, the mind and the emotions, and shake them together, but
we hold the etrog in the left hand and the lulav in the right hand because to
live a full life, we have to have emotional experiences, but they have to be
framed and controlled by the Torah, which the etrog symbolizes. We have to

learn how to dance at weddings, and how to cry at funerals, how to be happy




image3.png
on a Simchat Torah and sad on a Tisha B'Av.

This holiday is called Yom Simchaseinu, the day of our joy because on it we
are joyful because we know we can use our emotions correctly in the service
of G-d. We do not have to suppress them, as other religions and philosophies

believe. We must use all our emotions, but in a proper way.

The lulav can also stand for pride, and the myrtle can also stand for the eye,
for lusting after things, and the arova can stand for the mouth, which speaks
gossip. We do not believe that we should take a vow or poverty so we should
not show pride, or a vow of chastity so we should not display lust, or a vow
of silence so we should not speak badly. We believe we can elevate all these
qualities and use them correctly, that we can use our pride to be the best
workmen we can be, the best father we can be, etc. We can use our lust to
make a wonderful marriage so that our wife and ourself will grow together.
We can use our mouth to speak words of Torah and encouragement and by
sympathetic toward others. We are like what happened once in a monastery
in Tibet where a novice was told to copy the original charter of the monastery.
He said, "Why should I copy a copy? Why shouldn't I copy from the

original?" The head of the monastery thought this was a good idea, and he
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went to get the original. An hour passed, then two, then three. The novice

got worried and went looking for him. He found him crying, and asked why

he was crying. He replied, "The word is celebrate, not celibate."

We all know that when we build the succah, we have to build the sides first
before we put on the branches. We have to have a framework first before we
deal with out emotions. If we have the framework, then we have nothing to
fear from our emotions. They will add zest to our lives. They will allow us
to grow. We also know that our emotions were given to us by G-d for a
purpose, to allow us to better fulfill our role as His partner in creation. We
are happy today because we know we are not depressed and depressing,
sniveling individual who are overwhelmed with guilt, but we can elevate
ourselves, and we have G-d there to help Him make this a better world.
When we march around the synagogue holding the lulavim and etrogim
saying, "G-d help us," we know that He will because we are going to dedicate
our minds and our emotions, our total soul to help make this world a better
place. Even if we do not realize it many times, we know that when we
practice the Jewish religion, we are elevated and our emotions are elevated,

and we are better prepared and able to be G-d's partner in creation.
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I am reminded of the story they tell about Mr. Goldberg, who came to shul
every day. A friend said to him, "You must be very religious. You come to
shul every day." He replied, "No, I'm not so religious, but I'll tell you what.
My friend Mr. Greenberg comes to shul every day to pray to G-d, and I come
to talk to Mr. Greenberg." By his very coming to shul, he elevated himself
and caused his Neshoma to realize that he can make a difference. When we
know that we can make a difference, our intellectual and our emotional soul
draws closer to G-d. May we all draw closer to G-d so the Mashiach will

come quickly in our day. Amen.




